ENTER   GASTELLIO

details and that thereupon a lucrative position in the
Consistory would be open to him.

With unyielding independence, Castellio replied that
nothing would induce him to make a promise he could
not keep, since that promise would involve his acting in
defiance of his conscience. A public disputation between
Castellio and. Calvin would therefore be futile. In their
respective personalities, at this particular moment, the
liberal Reformation, that of those who demanded for
every one freedom in matters of religion, found itself
faced by the orthodox Reformation. After this futile
controversy with Castellio, Calvin was justified in writ-
ing: "As far as I have been able to judge from our con-
versations, he is a man who holds such opinions concern-
ing me as to make it hard to believe that we can ever
come to an understanding."

What sort of opinions had Castellio about Calvin?
Calvin discloses this by writing: "Sebastian has got it
into his head that I crave to dominate." How, indeed,
could the actual position of affairs be more tersely and
expressively stated? For two years Castellio had known
what others would soon know, that Calvin, in accordance
with his tyrannical impulses, would only tolerate in
Geneva the opinions of one person, his own; and that
no one could live within his sphere of spiritual influence,
unless, like de Beze and similar followers, he was pre-
pared to be guided by Calvin in respect of every jot and
tittle of doctrine. Now Castellio could not breathe this
prison air, could not endure such spiritual ceorcion. He
had not fled from France and escaped the Catholic
Inquisition, in order to subordinate himself to a new, a
Protestant control and supervision; he had not repu-
diated ancient dogma, in order to become the slave of a
new dogma. Whereas Calvin .regarded the gospels as a
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